
April 16, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong,

.4

ht4r 1 .(

I am writing to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and
libraries have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. I write as
Head of School of West Nottingham Academy, an independent boarding and
day school.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect
to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a
year will address the needs of all our schoots and the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is vital, as is your inclusion of Internet
Service Provider costs. This plan is essential for preparing the work force of
tomorrow.

I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

?\-~~~:ker .t---- _
Head of School

1079 Firetower Road • Colora • MD • 21917-1599 • (410) 658-5556 • FAX (410) 658-6790
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gateway SCIi~?£N'!?f1E~~~~:n,
2609 Mosside Boulevard
Monroeville, PA 15146
(412) 373-5700 • FAX (412) 373-5731

April 16, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M street, N.W. Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

On May 8, 1997, when you vote on the FCC Federal state Joint
Boards recommendation to provide significant discounts for all
telecommunications services including connections within each
classroom, you will have the opportunity to guarantee that all
students have an equal opportunity to benefit from our nations
technological advancements. This will prove to be a major step in
the efforts to prepare students for their future in which 60% of
the jobs will require computer skills.

As a school superintendent, I can assure you that the proposed
discounts would provide a major thrust to our efforts to integrate
technology into the curriculum. We are committed to providing our
students with the computer skills that business demand and that our
workforce will need to maintain our competitiveness in a global
economy.

I encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to
schools for all telecommunications services including internal
connections. This action will open the door of opportunity for
every student in our country and help to prepare our workforce of
the future.

sincerely,

<?I~?!ij
Wayne W. Doyle
Superintendent of Schools

WWD:amz

AN EQUAL RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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HANFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT
714 N. WHITE STREET • P.O. BOX G·l067. HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 93232 • (209) 585·2265

14 April 1997

Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong,

MAY 1 1997

I am the Superintendent of Hanford Elementary School District, and I would like to thank
you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and educational agencies will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities for our students. The $2.25 billion a year will help
address the needs of our schools, and most importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom, into the hands of students. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing our youngsters for
the future. We have just completed our plans to wire all nine of our schools and the
district services facilities, so we are in an excellent position to take advantage of this
proposal. It will assist us in completing our plans much sooner than we originally
anticipated.

Schools need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year in order to prOVide
Internet access to all of our students. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools. It is the only way we will be able to ensure
equitable access to information.

Thank you for your support.

Stere:£.,.:"""',__--

Joe Simas, Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT JOE SIMAS
@YEAMING BOARD KEN BAI~D JANiCe u;:e KATHY NEII1HBORS CAROL REYNOLDS FRED WILLS
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13106 ANNAPOLIS ROAD· BOWIE, MARYlAND 20720· PHONE (301) 262·5355

April 18, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong. Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

.:..... ~,

MAY 1 1997
1

I am Lois M. Nichols, Director of Technology at Holy Trinity Day School in Bowie,
Maryland, and I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools
and libraries have affordable access to the 'nformation Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools and the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital, as is your inclusion of Internet Service Provider costs. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our school needs inexpensive access to the internet so that we may prepare our
students for the future in an information rich society. They must have access to this
information and be taught how to manage and use it correctly. Our students need
deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fUlly
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools sand libraries.

Thank you.

Lois M. Nichols, Ph.D.
Director of Technology

TnTAI P.01
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Paratnount Unified School District
BOARD OF EDUC....l1C)N

BETIY HARlCEMA
P...,iJJ_

15110 California Avenue, Paramount,. California 90723·4378
(562) 602·6000 Pax (562)) 6~-6029

JANET M, MIlLER
Viu I'''';dd'

RICHARD CALDWELL. Erl,D,

April!7, 1997 RECEjVEfi;~Ht\N~EN

NAY' 1997~~OLSON
The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commission,. raJ MICHELE !.I\WRl;N(F.

Federal Communications Commission I C:munication. Cofnm; $..,.""'-'-

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 ce of S8C1'81lJy

Washington DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No.96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am Director of Student Services from Paramount Unified School District in
the City of Paramount, California, and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board's decision
will guarantee that all school districts have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a
year 'Will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan
is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our District's Technology Use Plan provides the opportunities for students,
teachers, and parents to access to the Information Superhighway for
distance learning, teaching strategies, college planning, and guidance
information.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this
year. I urge the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service for schools.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (562) 602-6028.

E.J. archarik, Director
Student Services

EH:ew



......_..._...._----

,.,,<'. :,.: ':'

Linda Davidson, Librarian
Georgetown Public Library
107 E. West Street
Georgetown, IL 61846

April 14, lq97

Honorable Rachelle B.Chong,Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW-Roolll 844
Washingtoll, DC 20554

RECEIVED·
MAYJ ". 1991

Fed'1II Commun' .
Off,' 'catIOIlSCoram'Ice of8e~ -n

HE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries/ Schools

Dear Honorable Chong:

r strongly support meaningful discounts for libraries
and schools, as envisioned by the Federal-State Board in
their Recommended Rules published last November.

These Rules allow for discounted telecommunication and
critical Ilon--telecomlllunication services necessary to keep all
pu I) 1 i (; lib r a r i e s [\ nd s c 1100 I s co nne c ted tot he i n t ernetancl
other on-line resources. These services are sometimes, in
our small towns. the only [lccess many people have.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 clearly intended
broad access, but without significant discounts,the schools
[lllll library in Georgetown will not be able to purchase the
i II t e t· (w I w i r i ng for con nee t ion .

The Joint Board also recommended wide competition for
the discounted service. Telecommunication and non-teleo
carriCl"S should be encouraged to vie for business throughout
the ~)tate, rural or urban~ to keep user costs down.

Thank you for your attention to this matter on behalf of
our library and schools. Feel free to advise if I can be of
any assistance.

Sincerely, .

o{/ndJ £!vkdu>J
Linda Davidson, Librarian
Georgetown Public Library



The Honorable Rachene B. Chong
Conunissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M S1reet, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: cc Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

RECEIVED 

NAY". 1997
Federal Comm . ,

Off, Un/catIons Comm i....I
lCI ofSecreta'Y _n

I am an Educational Diagnostician from Conroe Independent School District, and I
would like to thank you for yOUT dedication in ensuring that an schools will have affordable
access to the Infonnation Superbighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discmUlt plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to comect to the
Intel1nent and provide distance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs ofall OUT schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom. where students leam. YOUT inclusion of internal classroom. comections for
discmUlts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sinc-nu-\

Dabney Ajeme' MS
Educational Diagnostician
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OCEAN CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OCEAN CITY, NEW JERSEY 08226

DONALD E. DEARBORN, ED.D., SUPERINTENDENT

BOI ASBURY AVENUE

April 15, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

TEL.EPHONE: 609-399-5150

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

As Superintendent of the Ocean City Public Schools, I would like to thank you for your dedication
in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Teleco~municationsAct and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow. The discounts will allow our district to utilize our funds for further
expansion of technology to every student.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Donald E. Dearborn, Ed.D.
Superintendent

DED/lsb

EQUAL. OPPORTUNITY EMPL.OYER



Park Forest Public Library
400 Lakewood Park Forest, Illinois 60466
(708) 748-3731

Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

April 9, 1997

E
~f ~,

'.'-\ ;.;
"" ~" ';...-

Re: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of our
public libraries and schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are critical to
live, learn and work in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant discounts on
telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized
the needs of poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with
the Internet. By allowing telecommunications companies and non-te1co carriers to compete for the
discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve the diverse
urban and rural areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and schools - and 
ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone.

Yours truly,

1~~j{g4-
Barbara L. Flynn J
Administrative Librarian

BLF:ct



April 14, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
r __ -..l t .F"' . : __ .i..: .F"' ~ : : _

rCUCf<11 ~ummunI~."UtlUIni~ummI~':SIun

1919 M Street NW
Washingtoo IX: 20554

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am a classroom teacher from Carthage, MO, School District, and I would like to thank
y...1U tOr your dedication in ensuring that aU schools and libraries will have aftilidabie
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs ofall our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to trre dUSSfuOiTI Wr..-efc students ;.;;am. Y(;....;1" im:iusioo uf intemal dusswum c'UfirteCti~

for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. 1urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,

1:Fisher



April 14, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal CooiifiUfiicatiom Cooufiissioo
1919 M Street NW
Washington I:'oC 20554

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am a classroom teacher from University City, MO, Public Schools, and I would like to
thank you tbr your dedication in ensuring that aU schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where stu-~nts leam. Your inclusion of intemal classroomc~tiom
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~6
JuaOy': ~



April 14, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal CommtifitCatlUfiS CommlSSlOO
1919 M Street NW

Re: CC Docket Number 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

~~CI:::IVE:D .

AfAY.1 1997
Fed8TaJc

ommuni""t'
~, ..... fOns'"
"'1!Jee OfS ~omnri" 10ecretaflt ..s tI

I am a classroom teacher from Springfield, MO, Public Schools, and I would like to
thank you tm your dedicatioo in cn5urirtg that aU 5~}rOOl5 artd libturies will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs ofall our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the dus5rOOill wr.-erc students learn. Yoor irn:lusioo of internal clussroom C'Uiii'teCtiOItS

for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. Thank you.

Chuck Catlin



DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION
JEFF SEyMOUR Distriet Superintendent
JOYCE ROEBUCK Deputy Superintendent
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CITYMaN T EEL

April 14, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

R~Cf:N~D
NAY.' . 1997

Federal C
ommuni""t'f'I4..,. ..... IOns Com .
Vlllce ofSecl".flTarv rrnssion

RE: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am superintendent of the EI Monte City School District, and would like to thank you for your
efforts in making access to the Information Superhighway a reality for all school districts and
educational consortia.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

The deep discounts will allow this school district to link not only every school and media center to
the Internet, but also to link every classroom more rapidly than we have previous imagined. The
savings would allow us to add classroom linkages on an on-going basis until every classroom in
this district is linked and every child has access to the rich resources of the Internet.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for services to schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

i
,,-, .# rf::t.7

l.- lfM ,'.
. "'/ I. ./ )'],/l1"1../f../l-.

: eff Seymour, Dis 'ct Superintendent

An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Emplover



E-Y..
£1 Tejon Unified School District

Gary W. Fuller
District Superintendent

April 17, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW, Room 844
Washington, D. C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

r:U.-.FJbzier Park School

EI Tejon School

Frazier Mountain
High School

MAY 1 1997

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from EI Tejon Unified School
District. and I would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed
regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the
greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan
is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of
discounts for internal classroom connections should not be climinated, nor should the
size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program
is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and
the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board
and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

~~
Robert Connor
President, Board of Trustees

P.O. Box 876 • 4427 Lebec Road • Lebec, California 93243 • (805) 248-6247 • (805) 322-1348 • (805) 248-6714 Fax

e-mail district@maiLel-tejon.k12.ca.us



MARIPOSA COUNTY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

P.O. Box 8 Mariposa. California 95338 • (209) 742-0250 FAX (209) 966-4549

April 17, 1997

EX ::
" '.....

WILLIAM F. PETTUS
Superintendent of Schools

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong,

MAY 1 1997,

I am a locally elected school board member from the Mariposa
County Unified School District in California. Our district
covers 1,455 square miles and has thirteen schools. Rural
schools like ours have few dollars and no corporate support.
Our businesses are MOm and Pop in ownership and we have no
industry other than tourism. Our students have little or no
access to libraries. We need your support of the E-Rate
Telecommunications Discount Program.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan is the only way my students will
have access to the internet and the ability to keep up with
inner-city and urban students.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is
deSPerately needed by all students and overdue in rural
areas. I beseech you to fully support the Joint Boards
recommendations for our kids.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very tr:.-u....l_-..

~~~~
Bob Bartholomew
Board of Trustees and Education



DOCKET RLE COPY ORIGINAl
Montana Education Association

April 18, 1997

1232 East Sixth Avenue • Helena, Montana 59601 • 406-442-4250
1-800-398-0826 (Toll-free) • Fax: 406-443-5081

Rachelle Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. St. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

RE: CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1997

On behalf of the 10,000 members of the Montana Education Association, I are writing in support of the
Federal-State Joint Board's recommendation that would provide meaningful discounts on
telecommunications services for schools and libraries so every student can have affordable access to the
world of information technology. The Universal Services Fund provision of the Telecommunication Act
mandates the development of special discounts for all schools and libraries so they can secure the services
at affordable prices.

Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and life-long
learners can connect with technology they will need to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce.
Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers
of new technology well into the 21 st century.

The Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service made a unanimous recommendation for the
implementation of the Universal Services Fund provisions related to schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our schools in Montana significant discounts on all services, with deep
discounts for those schools and libraries least able to pay and most expensive to service. All schools
would get discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential
to providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

We cannot afford to have our schools become segregated into technology "haves" and the technology
"have-nots." We need to prepare all of our children for the future.

I ask for your support of the Joint Board's recommendations. These provisions will make advanced
technology for learning available to all Americans.

ric Feaver, President
Montana Education Association

Affiliated with National Education Association



1IIIIIf'a.NORTH ALLEGHENY SCHOOLS

Lawrence E. Bo:uomo, Ed-D.
Superintendent ofSchools
200 Hillvue Lane
Pitt.burgh, PA 15237-5391

(412) 366-2100

April 17, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications commission
1919 M street, N.W. Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY;

On May 8, 1997 when you vote on the FCC Federal state Joint
Boards recommendation to provide significant discounts for
all telecommunications services including connections within
each classroom, you will have the opportunity to guarantee
that all students have an equal opportunity to benefit from
our nation's technological advancements. This will prove to
be a major step in the efforts to prepare students for their
future in which 60% of the jobs will require computer skills.

As a school superintendent, I can assure you that the
proposed discounts would provide a major thrust to our
efforts to integrate technology into the curriculum. We are
committed to providing our students with the computer skills
that business demands and that our work force will need to
maintain our competitiveness in a global economy.

I encourage you to support the plan to provide discounts to
schools for all telecommunications services including
internal connections. This action will open the door of
opportunity for every student in our country and help to
prepare our work force of the future.

Sincerely,

Lawrence E. Bozzomo, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

LEB/caz

Seroing the Educational needs ofBradford Woods, Franklin Park, Marshall Township and Town ofMcCandless
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Paramount Unified School District

CRAIG OLSON
Memher

A'IJI V f,• .t.I, I ..
MICH~VAwRENCE

District Superintendent

15110 California Avenue, Paramount, California 90723-4378
(562) 602-6000 Fax (562» 634-6029

[DOCkET'F\L!,c.Qpv bmGlNAl
April 17, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No.96-45

BOARD OF EDUCATION

BETTY HARKEMA
Pre1idem

JANET M, MILLER
Vice President

RICHARD CALDWELL, EdD.
Member

VI\aAN HANSEN
Member

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am Director of Student Services from Paramount Unified School District in
the City of Paramount, California, and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board's decision
will guarantee that all school districts have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a
year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan
is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our District's Technology Use Plan provides the opportunities for students,
teachers, and parents to access to the Information Superhighway for
distance learning, teacrJng strategies, college planning, and guidance
information.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this
year. I urge the FCC to fully support of the Joint Board's discount plan for
universal service for schools.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (562) 602-6028.

E.J. archarik, Director
Student Services

EH:ew
Good things are happening in Paramount schools.



RICHLAND - LERDO SCHOOL DISTRICT
District Superintendent
Daniel L. Knapp, Ph.D.

Board Members
Ralph Goehring

Lawrence E. Handel
Cain Maldonado

Steven W. Skalisky
Noel R. Wilson

331 SHAFTER AVENUE
SHAFTER, CALIFORNIA <DX~,

(805) 746-7700
FAX (805) 746-7714

April 17, 1997

Richland Primary
1'-", ,c," ;:"n (805) 746-7770

... ·~,~iJRichland Intermediate
(805) 746-7750

Richland Junior High
(805) 746-7730

Ms Rachelle Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
191 9 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington DC 20554

RE: CC DOCKET NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am writing to you regarding the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am the superintendent of the Richland-Lerdo School District, and I would
like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations
regarding its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country. More importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms where they can have the
greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan
is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, discounts for
internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you
to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed
final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely, 'J Y
~~

Daniel L. Knapp, Ph.D.
District Superintendent

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner,

I am a superintendent from the Kasson-Mantorville School District in
southeastern Minnesota. I appreciate your work in ensuring that all school
districts and educational facilities will be able to afford access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the chance to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a
year will address the needs and bring services directly to the students in
the classroom. The plan which includes internal classroom connections
for discounts is essential.

The discount would be able to free up enough dollars for line charges to
allow Kasson-Mantorville to utilize the extra dollars for staff development
opportunities in technology.

Our students need these discounts for the telecommunication services this
year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for
service to all schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Yt:J1~~· .~~
Donald F. Groth
Superintendent
Kasson-Mantorville School District

OUR MISSION - "To EDUCATE"
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April 17, 1997

Joseph A. Martin, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No 9 6 - 4 5

Dear Commissioner Chong: :

MAY 1 1997

I am the Board Secretary from the New Castle Area School District in Pennsylvania and I would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

With this discount, we would be able to purchase new adoptions of textbooks which have
repeatedly been cut from our local budget. Western Pennsylvania has been extremely hard hit
and our school has lost $13,000,000 of tax base in the last ten years and we rank ninth in the
Commonwealth for local tax effort.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Miss Marie L. Pisano
Board Secretary

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-15

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1

" "'o!

I am the school board chair for Salem-Keizer Public Schools in Salem,
Oregon. I want to thank you for your support of funds for Internet access in
schools.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools in our district will be able to
enjoy the Internet's features, including distance learning. The over $2 billion
a year in the plan bring this technology directly into the classroom.

With the deep discounts your plan supports, we will be able to wire more
computers in more schools faster, allowing for more opportunities for our
students to be educated as the workforce of tomorrow.

Our district's mission says in part that each of our students will have "the
essential knowledge, skills and attitudes" to be "a contributing citizen and
productive worker in a changing and increasingly diverse world." I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools and libraries to help us with our mission and make Internet access a
reality for today's students.

Sf:f:inc~rel(Y' ,

LAe~·· ~.// '
eva Hu chinson, Chairperson

Salem-Keizer Public Schools
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April 16, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room# 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

[ ".'J\.

MAY,

I am a parent from Blessed Sacrament school diocese and would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly,
the plan will bring services directly into the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital to this process. This plan is also essential in
preparing our students for Workforce 2000.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's Discount plan for universal services to schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Tracie T. McIntyre
Parent
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April 18, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
MAY

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am the Business Manager of the Dover Area School District,
Dover, pennsylvania and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

As our student enrollment expands in our community, we are faced
with the difficult task of meeting tomorrow's needs with today's
cash. We are a rural bedroom community, that borders a very
industrial area. Our local support is residence property taxes.
We have developed a financial/strategic plan that incorporates
technology for uses such as distance learning, developing kiosks
for use by residents, year round use of facilities exploration,
and a commitment to lifelong learning.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services
this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Denise L. Russell
Business Manager

Dover Community Partnership Develops Life Long Learners
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April 8, 1997

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Hundt:

MAY' J997

,,"'_1,

I am a teacher from Woodlake Elementary School in St. Tammany Parish,
Mandeville, Louisiana and I would like to thank you for your dedication in
ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
infonnation Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools and poorest school districts will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of
tomorrow.

Our students need deep discOlmts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Phone (504) 626-8842 • Fax (504) 624-9404 • e-mail: weslib@aol.com


